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The book aims to link up " philosophy with the affairs of life " so' as 
to make it a " vital force " (p. 8) in the business of living. It raises the 
important question : precisely what connection with life must philosophy 
have in order to attain maximum significance? The reference of philos- 
ophy to life which is the essence of Professor Cunningham's method is 
suggested by the following interpretations : After Socrates had been killed 
by the people, Plato became " more bitter towards them and their ability 
to manage affairs. He set about, consequently, with the definite purpose 
of showing that individualism and change are philosophically unsound" 
(p. 128). "We should expect to find Plato on the side of permanence. 
He was an aristocrat and possessed the time for the contemplation of the 
idea " (p. 135). Surely this is too obvious, and too external, to trap the 
student's imagination, or to hold him long. We are, I think, prone to 
forget that the beginner's demands on philosophy are fundamentally the 
same as the teacher's, viz., that the heterogeneous interests of life be uni- 
fied, that new and wider prospects be revealed, and that the mind be en- 
riched and steadied for daily tasks. Philosophy, so regarded, is far less 
a schooling in opinions than an exposure to greatness. If we bear this in 
mind, we shall not be greedy of results which are evident to the student, 
or which even the teacher can see with definiteness — for when and where 
greatness shall take, or how it shall work on lesser lives we rarely know. 

A. H. Jones. 
Brown University. 

A Beginner's History of Philosophy. By Herbert Ernest Cushman. 

Vol. II. Revised Edition. Boston, New York, Chicago, Houghton 

Mifflin Company, 1919. — pp. xix, 407. 

The first edition of Dr. Cushman's History of Philosophy was published 
in 1911, and Volume II of that edition was reviewed by Professor A. K. 
Rogers in the Philosophical Review for November, 1911. Although, as 
the author states in the Preface, the new edition contains much new ma- 
terial and the major portion of the book has been rewritten, and the final 
chapter on the " Philosophy of the Nineteenth Century " has been devel- 
oped at some length, " the original purpose of this history as a text-book 
for beginning students in this subject has been preserved." History, itself, 
as the author himself asserts, is " organic growth," but the type of history 
he has chosen to write has compelled him to add fact to fact in a rather 
mechanical fashion. Thus while the book contains statements of the 
inner meaning of the Renaissance and the fundamental principle of Hegel's 
philosophy, and other discussions of the same, sort, more conspicuous than 
these are maps, tables, diagrams, and curiously abstract summaries of sys- 
tems and doctrines. Doubtless there is a kind of truth in the phrase " the 
mystic philosophy of the personality by Bergson " (p. 387), or in quoting 
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with reference to Hegel's philosophy the statement that it is " a magnificent 
attempt to extend the law of conservation of force to the Spiritual Sphere " 
(P- 333) > or in giving as coordinate influences on the thought of Hobbes, 
his premature birth, the professional attitude of his father, and contem- 
porary science (pp. 62, 63), but there is little of philosophical measure and 
perspective in such presentation. Doubtless it is very difficult to explain 
to elementary students the meaning of Kant's transcendental unity of ap- 
perception. But it is scarcely conceivable that they would be helped to 
clear comprehension by the statement : " A higher consciousness, a super- 
conscious Self, must be assumed to explain the compactness of human 
knowledge" (p. 267). The book will surely be found useful by students 
who like to find material already arranged and simplified for them. There 
is, however, danger in giving dignity and authority — through the printed 
page and the decent binding — to a presentation of history which is es- 
sentially external and fragmentary. The effort of _ a writer of a history 
of philosophy should not be to bring philosophy down to the level of 
"beginning students," but to lead them onward to an appreciation of 
the depth and fruitfulness or the great systems of philosophy. 

Katherine Gilbert. 

Aristotle. By A. E. Taylor. Revised Edition. London and Edinburgh, 
T. C. & E. C. Jack, and T. Nelson & Sons, 1919. — pp. 126. 
This little work in the series of " The People's Books " made its first 
appearance some years ago, and has been recognized as a model of what 
such a book should be. It has now been reissued in better type, the orig- 
inal 90 pages being extended to 126 without any changes in the text 
itself, so far as I have observed. The contents richly deserve this more 
attractive dress. Professor Taylor has shown that it is possible to write 
a book on philosophy that is clear and interesting and thus suitable for 
popular reading and at the same time accurate and workmanlike in its 
treatment of details. And a still greater marvel in these days of expan- 
sion is its brevity. Was it from Germany that we acquired the habit of 
diffuseness in philosophical writing? Even if we cannot comfort our- 
selves by deriving this tendency from an outside source, we should yet be 
willing to recognize that it is a grievous fault and that dearly has philos- 
ophy paid for it. Of course there can be no arbitrary standards set as to 
length of treatment in philosophical discussion : the character and content 
of the work must be allowed to determine that. But Professor Taylor's 
little book helps one to realize afresh how much can be achieved by hav- 
ing materials well in hand and aiming at compactness and relevancy. 

J. E. C. 



